
No. 2021-7112

Subject Considered: 

Official Order 
of the 

Texas Commissioner of Insurance 

Date: 12/02/2021

Texas Department of Insurance 
v. 

Rudolph Jovan Stearnes, Jr. 

SOAH Docket No. 454-20-3939.C 

General remarks and official action taken: 

The subject of this order is Rudolph Jovan Stearnes, Jr.'s application for a general lines 
agent license with a life, accident, and health qualification. This order denies Mr. 
Stearnes' application. 

Background 

After proper notice was given, the above-styled case was heard by an administrative 
law judge for the State Office of Administrative Hearings. The administrative law judge 
made and filed a proposal for decision containing a recommendation that the Texas 
Department of Insurance (TDI) deny Mr. Stearnes' application. A copy of the proposal 
for decision is attached as Exhibit A. 

Legal Authority for Change to Proposal for Decision 

The legal authority for the change to the proposal for decision made in this order is 
TEX. GOV'T. CODE § 2001.058(e)(3), which provides that "[a] state agency may change a 
finding of fact or conclusion of law made by the administrative law judge, or may vacate 
or modify an order issued by the administrative judge, only if the agency 
determines . . .  that a technical error in a finding of fact should be changed." 
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Finding of Fact No. 18 

In Finding of Fact No. 18, the administrative law judge mistakenly states that Mr. 
Stearnes applied for a general lines agent license with a property and casualty 
qualification. However, the record shows that Mr. Stearnes applied for a general lines 
agent license with a life, accident, and health qualification.1 This order corrects the 
technical error in Finding of Fact No. 18 by adopting the following finding in its place: 

On July 18, 2018, Mr. Stearnes applied to the Department for a general lines 
agent license with a life, accident, and health qualification. 

Findings of Fact 

1. Findings of Fact Nos. 1–17 and 19–35 as contained in Exhibit A are adopted by 
TDI and incorporated by reference into this order. 

2. In place of Finding of Fact No. 18 as proposed in Exhibit A, TDI adopts the 
following finding of fact: 

On July 18, 2018, Mr. Stearnes applied to the Department for a general 
lines agent license with a life, accident, and health qualification. 

Conclusions of Law 

The conclusions of law contained in Exhibit A are adopted by TDI and incorporated by 
reference into this order. 

Order 

It is ordered that Rudolph Jovan Stearnes, Jr.'s application for a general lines agent 
license with a life, accident, and health qualification is denied.  

 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Cassie Brown 
Commissioner of Insurance 

 
1 See Proposal for Decision, pg. 8; TDI Exhibit 7, Bates no. 020. 
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Recommended and reviewed by: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
James Person, General Counsel 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Justin Beam, Assistant General Counsel 
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