Pharmacy Outreach Initiative

Conference Call - Meeting Notes

July 8, 2010
Participants:  

TDI:  
Pat Brewer (HWCN),  Sandra Nicolas (Government Relations), 

         
Elaine Reinberger  (Consumer Protection)
Stakeholder:


Alicia Pilsl, PBA Health

Agenda Items

Welcome and Introductions – Antitrust Statement
Pat Brewer welcomed the participants and reviewed the antitrust statement.

Complaint Report

Pat reported that as of June 30, 2010, the department had closed 17 pharmacy related complaints in calendar year 2010.  Currently, we have four open complaints.  Of these, two involve transactions fees.
TDI has received several complaints alleging that PBMs are charging transaction fees in violation of Texas Insurance Code Chapter 1213.  However, it is important for pharmacists to note that Chapter 1213 states that a health benefit plan (as defined) may not directly or indirectly charge such fees.  Consequently, it is necessary that complaints filed with TDI about pharmacy transaction fees include the name of the health benefit plan issuer as well as the patient or enrollee’s name and identifying information. 

Updates – Interim Studies:  
Therapeutic Interchange-HB 4402/SB 704

Copay Disparity for Oral vs IV Chemotherapy Agents-SB 1143
Pat reported that the reports on these interim studies are progressing and will be completed and sent to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Speaker by August 1, 2010, as required.  
Pharmacist Issues

No pharmacist issues were reported 

Next Quarterly Conference Call 


Thursday, October 14, 2010


1:00 p.m.

