FY 2006 Research Agenda for the Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group at the Texas Department of Insurance 

1.
Development of the Workers’ Compensation Health Care Network Report Card required under Insurance Code §1305.502 and Labor Code §405.0025;

2.
Analysis and report on injured worker survey to collect baseline information on issues relating to access to medical care, satisfaction with medical care, return-to-wok outcomes, and functional outcomes prior to the implementation of certified workers’ compensation health care networks (required by Labor Code §405.0025 (c), and Insurance Code §1305.501);

3.
Creation of the research design to assess the impact of certified workers’ compensation health care networks on both the cost and the quality of medical care provided to injured workers, including a comparison of medical care provided prior to and after the implementation of networks, as well as a comparison of medical care provided to injured workers in and outside of networks (preliminary analysis to be completed in FY 2007) (required by Labor Code §405.0025(c)); 

4.
An analysis of access to medical care provided under the Approved Doctor List (ADL), including the creation of a research design to track injured workers’ access to medical care outside of certified workers’ compensation health care networks; 

5.
Update of 2004 study to estimate employer participation in the Texas workers’ compensation system (required by Insurance Code Article 5.55(e), and Labor Code §405.0025);

6.
Update of study comparing the medical and indemnity costs of the various state workers’ compensation programs, including the State Office of Risk Management (SORM), the University of Texas System (UT), the Texas A&M System (A&M) and the Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT); 

7.
An analysis of the frequency, duration and outcome of medical disputes prior to the implementation of certified workers’ compensation health care networks (required by Labor Code §405.0025(c)); 

8.
An analysis of return-to-work outcomes for injured workers using data from the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC);

9.
Development of a Designated Doctor and peer review doctor monitoring plan in conjunction with the Texas Department of Insurance, Division of Workers’ Compensation; 

10.
An analysis of medical bill and compensability claim denial trends in the Texas workers’ compensation system;

11.
An analysis of the frequency, duration and outcome of income benefit dispute hearings prior to the implementation of House Bill 7; and

12.
Creation of a research design to analyze the adequacy of income benefits paid to injured workers as a result of their work-related injuries.
