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Overview 
• Messaging 
• Educational Messages Advisory 

Committee 
• Directed Review of Updates 
• Questions/Discussion 
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Quality FLSE Messaging 
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Educational Messages Advisory 
Committee (EMAC) 
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EMAC 
• Stakeholders 
• Standardized 
• NFPA www.nfpa.org  

– Safety Information 
– For public educators 
– Educational Messages 
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What do you want to know? 
• Smoke Alarms 
• Home Fire Sprinklers 
• Carbon Monoxide 
• Home Fire Escape 
• Hotel/Motel 
• Stop, Drop, and Roll 
• Cooking 
• Burns 
• Heating 

• Smoking 
• Electrical 
• Lightning 
• Candles 
• Matches and Lighters 
• Outdoor Burning 
• Medical Oxygen 
• Portable Fire 

Extinguishers 
• Clothes Dryers 
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Smoke Alarms  
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Smoke Alarms  
• Smoke alarms should be 

installed and maintained in 
every home. 

• If you sleep with the bedroom 
door closed, have alarms 
inside and outside the room. 

• Interconnect the alarms for 
the best protection 
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Nuisance Alarm Prevention 
• Avoid installing near the kitchen 
• Install at least 10 feet from cooking 

appliances. 
• Photoelectric type smoke alarms are the 

best type of alarms to be installed near 
the kitchen 
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• Smoke alarm accessories for deaf or hard of 
hearing 
– Loud, mixed low-pitched sound 
– Activated by the sound of the alarm 
– Use pillow or bed shaker   
– Label of recognized lab 

• Smoke alarms & alert devices  
– Strobe lights; pillow or bed shaker 
– Required and activated by the sound of the 

smoke alarm.   
 

 
Accommodations 
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Replacing Smoke Alarms 
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Replacing Smoke Alarms 
• Combination smoke-carbon monoxide 

alarms – replace per manufacturers 
recommendations. 
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Smoke Alarms in Rental Units 
• Be sure smoke alarms are installed.  
• Replace or advise the landlord/property 

manager if they are not working 
• Test alarms weekly 
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Home Fire Sprinklers 
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Home Fire Sprinklers 
• Sprinklers keep 

fires small.   
• Sprinklers activate 

individually. 
• Inspect tanks and 

pump monthly 
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Carbon Monoxide (CO) 
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Carbon Monoxide (CO) 
• The “Silent Killer” can’t be 

seen, tasted or smelled 
• Caused when fuels do not 

burn properly (kerosene, 
gasoline, wood, coal) 

• Exposure to undetected 
high levels of CO can be 
fatal 
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CO - Installation 
• Recognized testing laboratory 
• Install and maintain to provide early warning  
• Install in central location outside each separate 

sleeping area, on every level, in other locations 
per local code, interconnected 

• Combo with smoke available – local code – 
– must be installed in accordance with 
– requirements for smoke alarms 

• CO and Smoke alarms 
– Know the different sounds of alarms 
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CO – Inside the Home 
• Make sure all fuel-burning vented 

appliances are vented to the outside to 
avoid CO poisoning 

• Keep venting for exhaust  
clear and unblocked 
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CO – Outside the Home 
• Make sure vents for dryer, furnace, 

stove, and fireplaces are clear of snow 
and other debris 
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Home Fire Escape Plan 
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Home Fire Escape 
• Make sure there is a second 

way out of rooms with 
window air conditioners. 

• If you sleep with the 
bedroom door closed 
– Make sure to have  

smoke alarm inside and 
outside the room  

– Interconnect the alarms 
• Have approved escape 

ladders 
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Home Fire Escape  CONTINUED 

• Every family member should know to call 9-
1-1 or a local emergency number 

• Be sure everyone can hear the smoke alarm 
• Practice how to respond to a smoke alarm 
• Have a meeting place: 

– A permanent place 
– Set at a safe distance from your home 

• Install house numbers that can be seen 
from the street 
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If There Is a Fire 
• If pets are trapped, 

tell a firefighter 
• Never re-enter a 

burning building 
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Practicing the Home Fire Drill 
• After practicing your home fire drill, 

evaluate and discuss how you did. 
• What worked and what needs to be 

improved. 
• Keep Practicing 
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If you are on fire 
• Treat a burn by putting it under cool 

water for 3 to 5 minutes. 
• Cover burns with a clean, dry cloth. 
• Do not use creams, ointments, sprays or 

home remedies. 
• Get medical help right away by calling 9-

1-1. 
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Cooking 
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Cooking Fires 
• Never pour water on a cooking pan grease 

fire 
• Never discharge a portable fire extinguisher 

on a grease fire - it will spread the fire 
• If you have been trained to use a portable 

fire extinguisher: 
– be sure that others are already getting out  
– have a clear path to get out yourself 
– Call 9-1-1 or the fire department from outside 

the home. 
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Cooking Equipment 
• Safe Cooking equipment 
• Plug microwave ovens or 

other cooking devices directly 
into wall outlet – 
– extension cords can  

overload the circuit  
and cause a fire 

• Microwave Ovens 
– Safe Height = face height 
– Within reach of users 
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Cooking Equipment CONTINUED 

• Barbeque Grills: 
– Keep away from railings, siding. 
– Keep out from under eaves or near 

overhanging branches. 
– Do not store or use on balcony or porch 

especially on the upper levels of buildings. 
• Turkey Fryers: 

– NFPA discourages use of outdoor gas-fueled 
turkey fryers. Units rated for home use can 
release oil during the cooking process.  
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Cooking Equipment CONTINUED 

• Propane Grills: 
– Check gas line each year 

before use & each time 
reconnected 

– Use soap/wash to check for 
leaks 

• If you have a gas leak: 
– Turn off gas tank and grill 
– If the leak stops, have it 

checked by professional before 
using again 

– If leak does not stop, call the 
fire department 
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Burns – Hot Tap Water 
• If you do not install 

anti-scald devices: 
– Keep the water 

temperature at 120 
degrees F. (49 C.) 

– Test the water at the 
faucet for 3 to 5 
minutes. 
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Heating 
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Heating 
• Choose a CO alarm that that is certified 

from a recognized testing laboratory. 
• Install and maintain CO alarms inside 

your home to provide an early warning 
of CO. 
 

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION  □ YOUR SOURCE FOR SAFETY INFORMATION □  WWW.NFPA.ORG 

 CHAPTER 9 



Heating CONTINUED 

• Portable Space Heaters: 
– Recognized testing laboratory 
– Automatic shut-off 
– Solid, flat surface away from things that 

burn, high traffic areas, and doorways 
– Directly in wall outlet, no extension cords 
– Do not plug anything into same circuit- 

overheating  
– Check for secure plug/ outlet fit 
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Heating CONTINUED 

• Fuel Burning Space Heaters 
– Use the proper grade of fuel designed for 

portable kerosene or other liquid-fueled 
space heaters units. 
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Heating  CONTINUED 

• Fire pots, personal fireplaces, and patio 
torches 
– Open flames and use gel fuels 
– Never leave unattended 
– Keep these at least 1 foot (1/3 meter) away 
– Sturdy surface 
– Secure and not in path of people or pets 
– Have “kids free zone” at least 3 feet  
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Heating CONTINUED 

• Fire pots, personal fireplaces and patio 
torches continued: 
– Be careful reaching over- hair and clothing 
– Use only gel fuel to refuel 
– Citronella fuel = outdoor use only 
– Cool 30-45 min before refueling 
– If gel fuel spills on clothing, remove and 

launder immediately 
– Store in tightly sealed container away from 

heat/ children & pets 
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Heating  CONTINUED 

• Fire pots, personal 
fireplaces and patio 
torches continued: 
– Stop, drop and roll 

may not put out 
clothing that catches 
fire from splattered or 
spilled gel fuel.  

– A dry chemical 
portable fire 
extinguisher can be 
used to extinguish the 
fire. 
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Smoking 

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION  □ YOUR SOURCE FOR SAFETY INFORMATION □  WWW.NFPA.ORG 

 CHAPTER 10 



Smoking 
• Do not throw out cigarettes into: 

– Vegetation 
– Peat moss 
– leaves 
– landscaping 
– potted plants 
– Or similar items that can easily catch fire 
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Electricity Inside the Home 
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Electrical – Inside the Home 
• If a fuse blows or a 

circuit breaker trips 
often, find out why and 
get the problem 
corrected before turning 
back on or replacing the 
fuse. 

• Have a qualified 
electrician inspect and 
fix it. 
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Electrical – Inside the Home 
• Major appliances- directly in outlet- 

never use extension cord 
• Replace wall outlets if plugs don’t fit 

snugly or doesn’t accept cords with 
larger blade on one side. 
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Electrical – Inside the Home 
• All wall outlets and switches 

should be covered with wall 
plates to avoid shocks. 

• Extension cords for 
temporary use 

• Outlet safety-tamper-
resistant 

• When to call electrician: 
– 7 things to look for 
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Lightning 
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Lightning 
• If you are inside, keep away from: 

– Electrical equipment 
– Plumbing 
– Water 
– Windows and doors  

• If you are outside: 
– Find shelter – land, hard top car, building 
– If there is no shelter, and there are signs of an 

imminent strike 
– Get small and minimize contact with ground 
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Candles 
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Candles 
• Battery-operated candles are preferred. 
• Use safe candleholders that won’t burn. 
• Protect the flames 
• 12 inch clearance from anything that can burn 
• Never leave candles unattended and not in 

bedroom 
• Use a snuffer 
• Do not with medical O2 
• Do not use as emergency lighting 
• Use only battery powered lights 

– in tents, trailers, motor homes and boats 
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Candles - Home Worship 
• Keep away from window coverings 
• Do not pass a lit candle 
• Adult supervision 
• Use a candle holder/plate 
• Use a snuffer 
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Matches and Lighters 
• Keep them high, out of reach 

of children in locked cabinet 
• Use child-resistant lighters 
• Toy-like lighters confuse 

children. Do not buy or use 
them. 

• Teach children to tell a 
grownup and to never touch 
them 
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Outdoor Burning 
• Permits, restrictions 

– Open fire - 50’ clearance 
– Recreational fire - 25’ clearance 

• Supervise all outdoor fires  
– make sure fire is out before leaving 

• Supervise children around outdoor fires 
• Avoid burning on windy, dry days. 
• Have fire suppression materials nearby. 
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Medical Oxygen 

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION  □ YOUR SOURCE FOR SAFETY INFORMATION □  WWW.NFPA.ORG 

 CHAPTER 16 



Medical Oxygen 
• A person on medical oxygen  

should not use smoking materials. 
• Keep oxygen at least 5 feet away from heat 

sources, open flames, or electrical devices. 
• Body oil, hand lotions, and other items 

containing grease and oil can ignite easily. 
Keep away! 

• Never use aerosol sprays containing 
combustible materials near oxygen. 
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Portable Fire Extinguishers 
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Portable Fire Extinguishers  
• Leave fire fighting to 

fire department.  
• If the fire does not go 

out after using one 
extinguisher, back out 
of the room and get 
outside. 
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Portable Fire Extinguishers  
• Follow the manufacturers instructions 

for placement and mounting height. 
• No more than 40 feet away from ?? and 

never up or down stairs to reach 
extinguisher 

• Most home fire extinguishers should 
have a rating of at least 2-A; 10-B:C 
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Clothes Dryers 
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Clothes Dryers 
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• Have dryers Installed 
and serviced by a 
professional. 

• Never operate 
without a lint filter. 

• Clean the filter 
before/after each load 
of laundry. 

• Remove around drum 



Clothes Dryers 
• Clean lint out quarterly or more often 
• Rigid or flexible metal venting 
• Check air exhaust vent for restrictions.  
• Always use a wall outlet and check the plug. 
• Keep the dryer in good working order. 
• Have gas dryers inspected a professional. 
• Make sure gas lines and connections are intact. 
• Follow the manufacturer’s operating instructions. 
• Do not overload the dryer. 
• Turn off the dryer when leaving home or going to 

bed. 
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Resources 
• NFPA 

www.nfpa.org  
– Fact sheets 
– Community Tool Kits 
– Home Fire Inspections 

• USFA & NFPA 
– Cooking, smoking and rural fire prevention 

• USFA Campaigns 
www.usfa.dhs.gov/campaigns/  
– Smoke alarms, children under 5, adults over 50, 

and smoking fire prevention. 
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Review 
• Why review your messages? 
• How do you access EMAC messages? 
• What did you learn today in the 

messages review? 
• Resources 
• Discussion 
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Message Review 
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Questions 
Kelly Ransdell 
Kransdell@embarqmail.com 
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