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- Introduction

SFMO Licensing



Introduction to SFMOQO Licensing
—

1 Overview
Industries
SFMO Licensing Services/Divisions
Navigating the SFMO Website

Changes to License and Registration Numbers



Licensed Industries

Fire Sprinkler Systems
Fire Alarm Systems

Fire Extinguishers
Fixed Fire Extinguishing Systems

Portable Fire Extinguishers



About SFMOQO Licensing Program
—

1 Services
-1 Administration
o Investigations

71 Technical Services



SFMO Administration

Issue registration certificates to companies
Issue licenses to individuals

Testing

Verifying insurance coverage

Collect revenue

Other administrative functions



Licensing Investigations

5 investigators strategically located throughout the
state
Investigations are driven by complaints

Unlicensed entities and individuals

Work not done per code or manufacturers standards

SFMO rules procedures not followed



Licensing Investigations, cont.
—

1 Complaint forms are available online

http: / /www.tdi.texas.gov /forms /sfmfireindustry /SF224
Complaint.pdf



Licensing Investigations, cont.

ltems to provide to investigators where possible:
Photos of the violation(s)
Copies of Invoices
Statements from witnesses
Copies of inspection reports
Copies of FMO inspections / reports
Anything else that relates



SFMO Licensing on the Web

S
http: / /www.tdi.texas.gov /fire



http://www.tdi.texas.gov/fire

SFMO Licensing on the Web

7 Information on Industry Licensing

1 Lists of licensed firms and individuals

O Initiate a complaint /investigation



Changes to License Numbers

In April 2012 SFMO issued new registration and
license numbers to several firms and individuals.

The SFMO licensing “look-up” tool on the web has been
updated to include both the old and new numbers as
well as search capabilities

Firms will have until March 2017 to update all vehicles
and paperwork to show new numbers.

http:/ /www.tdi.texas.gov /fire /documents /fmnotice 12201 1.pdf



- Fire Sprinkler Systems

SFMO Licensing



Overview

Licensing Laws
Company Registration
Individual Licensing
General Requirements

System Tags



License Required

6003.151(a) Unless the individual or organization holds
a registration certificate issued by the department, an
individual or organization may not plan, sell, install,
maintain, or service a fire protection sprinkler system.

6003.153(a) Each fire protection sprinkler system
contractor must employ at least one licensed
responsible managing employee on a full time basis.


http://www.tdi.texas.gov/fire/documents/fmsprinkstat201.pdf

Exemptions from Sprinkler Laws/Rules

Sec. 6003.002. APPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER.
(a) This chapter does not apply to:

(1) an employee of the United States, this state, or any political subdivision of this
state who acts as a fire protection sprinkler system contractor for the employing
governmental entity;

(2) the plan, sale, installation, maintenance, or servicing of a fire protection
sprinkler system in any property owned by the United States or this state;

(3) an individual or organization acting under court order as authorization;

(4) an individual or organization that sells or supplies products or materials to a
registered fire protection sprinkler system contractor;

(5) an installation, maintenance, or service project for which the total contract price
for labor, materials, and all other services is less than $100, if:
(A) the project is not a part of a complete or more costly project, whether the complete

project is to be undertaken by one or more fire protection sprinkler system contractors;
or

(B) the project is not divided into contracts of less than $100 for the purpose of evading
this chapter;



Exemptions from Sprinkler Laws/Rules

Sec. 6003.002. APPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER.

(6) an engineer licensed under Chapter 1001, Occupations
Code, acting solely in the engineer's professional capacity;

(7) a regular employee of a registered fire protection
sprinkler system contractor; or

(8) an owner or lessee of property that:

(A) installs a fire protection sprinkler system on the owned or leased
property for the owner's or lessee's own use or for family
members' use; and

(B) does not offer the property for sale or lease before the first
anniversary of the date of installation of the fire protection
sprinkler system.



Effect on Local Regulation

Sec. 6003.003. EFFECT ON LOCAL REGULATION.

(a) This chapter and the rules adopted under this chapter have uniform
force and effect throughout this state. A municipality or county may not
enact an order, ordinance, or rule requiring a fire protection sprinkler
system contractor to obtain a registration certificate from the
municipality or county. A municipality or county may not impose on a fire
protection sprinkler system contractor qualification or financial
responsibility requirements other than proof of a registration certificate.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a municipality or
county may require a fire protection sprinkler system contractor to
obtain a permit and pay a permit fee for the installation of a fire
protection sprinkler system and require the installation of a fire
protection sprinkler system to conform to the building code or other
construction requirements of the municipality or county.

(c) A municipal or county order, ordinance, or rule in effect on September
1, 1983, is not invalidated because of any provision of this chapter.



Company Registrations

General (SCR-G)

This certificate permits a fire protection sprinkler contractor to conduct
the planning, sales, installation, maintenance, or servicing of any fire
protection sprinkler system or any part of such a system.

Dwelling (SCR-D)

This certificate permits the fire protection sprinkler system contractor to
conduct the planning, sales, installation, maintenance, or servicing of a

one- or two-family dwelling fire protection sprinkler system or any part
of such a system.

Underground (SCR-U)

This certificate permits a fire protection sprinkler system contractor to
conduct the sales, installation, maintenance, or servicing, but not the
planning, of an assembly on underground piping or conduits that
conveys water with or without other agents, used as an integral part of
any type of fire protection sprinkler system.



Individual Licenses — Responsible
Managing Employee

RME-General

A license issued to an individual who is designated by a registered firm to
assure that any fire protection sprinkler system, as planned, installed,
maintained, or serviced, meets the standards provided by law.

RME-Dwelling

A license issued to an individual who is designated by a registered firm to
assure that the fire protection sprinkler system for a one- and two-family
dwelling, as planned, installed, maintained, or serviced, meets the standards
provided by law.

RME-Underground Fire Main

A license issued to an individual who is designated by a registered firm to
assure that the underground fire main for a fire protection sprinkler system, as
installed, maintained, or serviced, meets the standards provided by law.

RME-General Inspector

A license issued to an individual who is designated by a registered firm to
perform the inspection, testing and maintenance service for a fire protection
sprinkler system in accordance with the standards adopted in this subchapter.



Responsible Managing Employees

§ 34.716. Installation, Maintenance, and Service

(g) Each registered firm must employ at least one full-
time RME-General or RME-Dwelling licensee at each
business office where fire protection sprinkler system
planning is performed, who is appropriately licensed to
conduct the business performed therein.



Required Documents
N

=1 Plans
o Submittals
=1 As-Builts
1 Material and Test Certificates
o1 Underground
o1 Above Ground

0 Tags



Plans

All sprinkler system plans must be signed by an
appropriate RME, certifying that the system
complies with applicable NFPA standards

Where required by the local AHJ, plans must be
submitted for review, rating, permit, or record purposes

A set of as-built plans and hydraulic calculations must
be provided to the building owner at completion of
installation

The contractor must maintain a set of as-built plans for
the life of the system



RME Plan Stamp



Material and Test Certificates

834.716(b) Upon completion of the installation, the licensed responsible
managing employee shall have affixed a contractor’s material and
test certificate for aboveground and/or underground piping on or
near the system riser. If the adopted installation standard does not
require testing, all other sections except the testing portion of the
contractor’s material and test certificate must still be completed. The
contractor’s material and test certificate shall be obtained from the
state fire marshal’s office. The certificate shall be distributed as
follows:

(1) original copy kept at the site after completion of the installation;

(2) second copy retained by the installing company at its place of
business...for the life of the system; and

(3) third copy to be sent to the local authority having jurisdiction within
10 days after the completion of the installation.



Contractors Material and Test

Certificate for Aboveground Pipin
-&



Contractors Material and Test

Certificate for Underground Pipin
-&



Test Certificates, continued
N

RME certifies the information on material and test
certificates...



Original Installation Tags

§ 34.718. Installation Tags

(a) Upon completion of the installation of a fire protection sprinkler system,
all information for an installation tag must be completed in detail to
indicate the water supply test data obtained during the time of
installation. The tag shall be securely attached by a durable method to
the riser of each system.

(b) Upon completion of the installation of a fire protection sprinkler system
and after performing the required initial tests and inspections, an ITM
tag, in addition to an installation tag, shall also be attached to each
riser in accordance with the procedures in this subchapter for completing
and attaching ITM tags.

(c) A new installation tag must be attached, in addition to the existing
installation tag, each time more than twenty sprinkler heads are added
to a system.

(d) Installation tags shall remain on the system for the life of the system...



Original Installation Tags
N



Inspection Testing and Maintenance
Service (ITM) Tag

§ 34.720. Inspection, Test and Maintenance Service (ITM) Tag

(a) After a new installation or a scheduled inspection, testing and maintenance
(ITM) service, all portions of an ITM tag must be completed in detail, indicating
the ITM service was performed according to the adopted standards, and the tag
must be attached to the respective riser of each system.

(b) After any ITM service, the inspector must complete and attach an ITM tag, and
if impairments are found, the inspector must attach the appropriate yellow or
red tag in accordance with the procedures in this subchapter.

(c) A new ITM tag must be attached each time an inspection, testing and
maintenance service is performed.

(d) ITM tags shall remain on the system for five years after which time they may
only be removed by an authorized employee of a registered firm. An employee
of the state fire marshal’s office or an authorized representative of a
governmental agency with appropriate regulatory authority may remove excess
tags at any time.



Inspection Testing and Maintenance
Service (ITM) Tag

§ 34.706. Definitions

(10) Inspection, testing, and maintenance service--A service program provided by a
qualified contractor in which all components unique to the property’s systems are
inspected and tested at the required times and necessary maintenance is
provided and/or recommended. This program includes logging and retention of
relevant records.

§ 34.716. Installation, Maintenance, and Service

(c) Service, maintenance, or testing, when conducted by someone other than an
owner, must be conducted by a registered firm and in compliance with the
appropriate adopted standards. After January 1, 2009, the inspection, test and
maintenance service of a fire protection sprinkler system, except a one- and
two-family dwelling or an underground fire main, must be performed by an
individual holding a current RME-General Inspector or RME-General license. A
visual inspection not accompanied by service, maintenance, testing, or
certification does not require a certificate of registration.



Inspection Testing and Maintenance

Service SITME ng “Blue qu”
-



Yellow Tags

§ 34.721. Yellow Tags

(a) If a fire protection sprinkler system is found to be noncompliant with the applicable NFPA
standards or to contain equipment that has been recalled by the manufacturer, but the
noncompliance or recalled equipment does not constitute an emergency condition, a
completed yellow tag must be attached to the respective riser of each system to permit
convenient inspection, to not hamper the system's actuation or operation, and also to
indicate that corrective action is necessary.

(b) The signature of the service person on a yellow tag certifies the impairments listed on the
tag cause the system to be out of compliance with NFPA standards.

(c) After attaching a yellow tag, the inspector must notify the building owner or the building
owner's representative and the authority having jurisdiction in writing of all impairments.
The notification must be postmarked, e-mailed, faxed or hand delivered within five
business days of the attachment of the yellow tag.

(d) A yellow tag may only be removed by a licensed employee of a registered firm or an
authorized representative of a governmental agency with appropriate regulatory
authority after the employee or representative completes and attaches a service tag that
indicates the impaired conditions were corrected.



Yellow Tags
N



Red Tags

§ 34.722. Red Tags

(a) If a fire protection sprinkler system has an impairment which constitutes an emergency
impairment, as defined in the adopted edition of NFPA 25, the service person or inspector
shall complete and attach a red tag to the respective riser of each system to indicate
corrective action is necessary.

(b) Immediately after attaching a red tag, the inspector or service person must orally notify
the building owner or the building owner's representative and, where available, the
authority having jurisdiction of all impairments. The inspector or service person must also
provide written notice to the building owner or the building owner's representative and,
where available, the authority having jurisdiction of all impairments, and the written notice
must be postmarked, e-mailed, faxed or hand delivered within twenty-four hours of the
attachment of the red tag.

(c) The signature of the service person or inspector on the red tag certifies the impairments
listed constitute an emergency impairment.

(d) A red tag may only be removed by an authorized employee of a registered firm or an
authorized representative of a governmental agency with appropriate regulatory
authority after the employee or representative completes and attaches a service tag that
indicates the impaired conditions were corrected.



Red Tags

“Emergency Impairment”
Per NFPA 25 “a condition where a water-based fire
protection system or portion thereof is out of order due

to an unexpected occurrence, such as a ruptured pipe,
an operated sprinkler, or an interruption of the water

supply to the system.”



Red Tags




Service Tags

§ 34.719. Service Tags

(a) After any service, all sections of a service tag must be completed in
detail, indicating all the services that have been performed, and then
the tag must be attached to the respective riser of each system.

(b) After any service, if impairments are found, the service person must
attach, in addition to attaching a service tag, the appropriate yellow

tag or red tag in accordance with the procedures in this subchapter for
completing and attaching yellow and red tags.

(c) A new service tag must be attached each time service is performed.

(d) Service tags shall remain on the system for five years after which time
they may only be removed by an authorized employee of a registered
firm. An employee of the state fire marshal’s office or an authorized
representative of a governmental agency with appropriate regulatory
authority may remove excess tags at any time.



Service Tags
N



Multipurpose Residential Fire Sprinkler
Systems and Licensed Plumbers

New law passed previous legislative session now
allows licensed plumbers who hold a special
endorsement to install multipurpose fire sprinkler
systems in one- and two-family dwellings.
Multipurpose systems may ONLY be installed by o

plumber holding this endorsement (ie. SCR/RME may
not)

Texas Occupations Code, Section 1301.3565



Multipurpose Residential Fire Sprinkler
Systems and Licensed Plumbers

Things to keep in mind:

Who will review plans? (Fire marshal or plumbing

dept.)

Who will do system inspections?

Tagging /certifications?
For more information on the plumbing endorsement
contact the Texas State Board of Plumbing
Examiners.



- Fire alarm systems

SFMO Licensing



Overview

Licensing Laws
Company Registration
Individual Licensing
General Requirements

System Labels



Licensing Laws

Sec. 6002.151. FIRM REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE REQUIRED;
LIMITED CERTIFICATE.

(a) An individual or organization may not engage in the business of
planning, certifying, leasing, selling, installing, servicing, monitoring, or
maintaining fire alarm or fire detection devices or systems unless the
individual or organization holds a registration certificate issued by the
department.

(b) The department may issue a limited registration certificate to an
individual or organization whose business is restricted to monitoring.

(c) Applications for registration certificates and qualifications for those
certificates are subject to rules adopted by the commissioner.


http://www.tdi.texas.gov/fire/documents/fmalarmstat2011.pdf

Licensing Laws

Sec. 6002.152. BRANCH OFFICE REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE REQUIRED.

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (c), each separate office
location of a registered firm, other than the location identified on
the firm's registration certificate, must have a branch office
registration certificate issued by the department.

(b) Before issuing a branch office registration certificate, the
department must determine that the branch office location is part
of a registered firm.

(c) A registered firm that is engaged in the business of planning,
certifying, leasing, selling, servicing, installing, monitoring, or
maintaining exclusively single station devices is not required to
apply for or obtain a branch office registration certificate for a
separate office or location of the firm.



Licensing Laws

Sec. 6002.154. FIRE ALARM TECHNICIAN, RESIDENTIAL FIRE
ALARM SUPERINTENDENT, AND FIRE ALARM PLANNING
SUPERINTENDENT.

(a) Each registered firm, including a firm engaged in the business of
planning, certifying, leasing, selling, servicing, installing, monitoring,
or maintaining exclusively single station devices, must employ at least
one employee who is a fire alarm technician, residential fire alarm
superintendent, or fire alarm planning superintendent.

(b) A fire alarm technician, residential fire alarm technician, residential
fire alarm superintendent, or fire alarm planning superintendent must
hold a license issued by the department, conditioned on the
successful completion of a written license examination.

(c) To engage in the activity for which the license is granted, an
individual licensed under this chapter must be an employee or agent
of an individual or entity that holds a registration certificate.



Licensing Laws

Sec. 6002.154. FIRE ALARM TECHNICIAN, RESIDENTIAL FIRE ALARM
SUPERINTENDENT, AND FIRE ALARM PLANNING SUPERINTENDENT.

(d) A fire alarm technician may perform or supervise monitoring. A fire alarm
planning superintendent may act as a fire alarm technician or a residential fire
alarm superintendent. A residential fire alarm superintendent may act as a fire

alarm technician.

(d-1) A residential fire alarm technician may only provide direct on-site supervision
to an employee of a registered firm for work performed under this chapter in a
single-family or two-family dwelling.

(d-2) An applicant for a residential fire alarm technician license must provide with
the required license application evidence of the applicant's successful completion
of the required instruction from a training school approved by the state fire
marshal in accordance with Section 6002.158.

(e) Applications for licenses and qualifications for those licenses are subject to rules
adopted by the commissioner.



Exemptions from Fire Alarm Laws

Sec. 6002.155. ACTIVITIES NOT REGULATED BY CHAPTER.

The licensing provisions of this chapter do not apply to:
(1) an individual or organization in the business of building construction that installs electrical wiring and
devices that may include, in part, the installation of a fire alarm or detection system if:
(A) the individual or organization is a party to a contract that provides that:

(i) the installation will be performed under the direct supervision of and certified by a licensed
employee or agent of a firm registered to install and certify such an alarm or detection
device; and

(ii) the registered firm assumes full responsibility for the installation of the alarm or detection
device; and

(B) the individual or organization does not plan, certify, lease, sell, service, or maintain fire alarms or
detection devices or systems;

(2) an individual or organization that:

(A) owns and installs a fire detection or fire alarm device on the individual's or organization's own
property; or
(B) if the individual or organization does not charge for the device or its installation, installs the

device for the protection of the individual's or organization's personal property located on another's
property and does not install the device as a normal business practice on the property of another;



Exemptions from Fire Alarm Laws
(continued...)

(3) an individual who holds a license or other authority issued by a municipality to practice as an
electrician and who installs fire or smoke detection and alarm devices only in a single family or
multifamily residence if:
(A) the devices installed are:
(i) single station detectors; or

(ii) multiple station detectors capable of being connected in a manner that actuation of
one detector causes all integral or separate alarms to operate if the detectors are not
connected to a control panel or to an outside alarm, do not transmit a signal off the
premises, and do not use more than 120 volts; and

(B) all installations comply with the adopted edition of National Fire Protection Association
Standard No. 72;

(4) an individual or organization that:
(A) sells fire detection or fire alarm devices exclusively over-the-counter or by mail order; and
(B) does not plan, certify, install, service, or maintain the devices;

(5) a law enforcement agency or fire department or a law enforcement officer or firefighter
acting in an official capacity that responds to a fire alarm or detection device;



Exemptions from Fire Alarm Laws
(continued...)

(6) an engineer licensed under Chapter 1001, Occupations Code, acting solely in the engineer's
professional capacity;
(7) an individual or organization that provides and installs at no charge to the property owners or

residents a battery-powered smoke detector in a single-family or two-family residence if:
(A) the smoke detector bears a label of listing or approval by a testing laboratory approved by the
department;
(B) the installation complies with the adopted edition of National Fire Protection Association Standard
No. 72;
(C) the installers are knowledgeable in fire protection and the proper use of smoke detectors; and
Summer 2009 TIC Chapter 6002 and Fire Alarm Rules State Fire Marshal’s Office Page 9 of 28
(D) the detector is a single station installation and not a part of or connected to any other detection

device or system;

(8) an employee of a registered firm who is under the direct on-site supervision of a license
holder;



Exemptions from Fire Alarm Laws
(continued...)

(9) a building owner, the owner's managing agent, or an employee of the owner or agent who installs battery-operated single
station smoke detectors or monitor fire alarm or fire detection devices or systems in the owner's building, and in which the
monitoring:

(A) is performed at the owner's property at no charge to the occupants of the building;

(B) complies with applicable standards of the National Fire Protection Association as may be adopted by rule under this
chapter; and

(C) uses equipment approved by a testing laboratory approved by the department for fire alarm monitoring;

(10) an individual employed by a registered firm that sells and installs a smoke or heat detector in a single-family or two-family
residence if:

(A) the detector bears a label of listing or approval by a testing laboratory approved by the department;

(B) the installation complies with the adopted edition of National Fire Protection Association Standard No. 72;

(C) the installers are knowledgeable in fire protection and the proper use and placement of detectors; and

(D) the detector is a single station installation and not a part of or connected to any other detection device or system; or

(11) an individual or organization licensed to install or service burglar alarms under Chapter 1702, Occupations Code, that
provides and installs in a single-family or two-family residence a combination keypad that includes a panic button to initiate a fire
alarm signal if the fire alarm signal:

(A) is monitored by a fire alarm firm registered under this chapter; and

(B) is not initiated by a fire or smoke detection device.



Effect on Local Regulations

Sec. 6002.003. EFFECT ON LOCAL REGULATION.

(a) This chapter and the rules adopted under this chapter have uniform force and effect throughout this state. A
municipality or county may not enact an ordinance or rule inconsistent with this chapter or rules adopted under
this chapter. An inconsistent ordinance or rule is void and has no effect.

(b) Notwithstanding Subsection (a), a municipality or county may:

(1) mandate that a fire alarm or detection system be installed in certain facilities, if the installation conforms to
applicable state law;

(2) require a better type of alarm or detection system or otherwise safer condition than the minimum required by
state law; and

(3) require regular inspections by local officials of smoke detectors in dwelling units, as that term is defined by
Section 92.251, Property Code, and require the smoke detectors to be operational at the time of inspection.

(c) A municipality, county, or other political subdivision of this state may not require, as a condition of engaging
in business or performing any activity authorized under this chapter, that a registered firm, a license holder, or
an employee of a license holder:

(1) obtain a registration, franchise, or license from the political subdivision;
(2) pay any fee or franchise tax to the political subdivision; or

(3) post a bond.



Effect on Local Regulations
(continued...)

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section or Section 6002.155, a municipality or county may
require a registered firm to obtain a permit and pay a permit fee for the installation of a fire alarm or
fire detection device or system and require that the installation of such a system be in conformance with
the building code or other construction requirements of the municipality or county and state law.

(e) Notwithstanding Subsection (d), a municipality or county may not impose qualification or financial
responsibility requirements other than proof of a registration certificate.

(f) A political subdivision may not require a registered firm, a license holder, or an employee of a
registered firm to maintain a business location or residency within that political subdivision to engage in a
business or perform any activity authorized under this chapter.

(9) A municipality or county may by ordinance require a registered firm to make a telephone call to a
monitored property before the firm notifies the municipality or county of an alarm signal received by the
firm from a fire detection device.



Company Registrations

Only one type of company registration

The main location and all branch offices must be
registered

Firms are permitted to engage only in the capacity
for which their employees are licensed



Individual Licenses

Fire Alarm Technician License

For installing, inspecting, servicing, testing, maintaining, monitoring, and
certifying fire alarm or fire detection devices and systems.

Fire Alarm Monitoring Technician License
For the monitoring of fire alarm or fire detection devices and systems.
Residential Fire Alarm Superintendent Single Station License

For planning, installing, certifying, inspecting, testing, servicing, and maintaining
to single station smoke or heat detectors which are not a part of or connected to
any other detection device or system in single-family or two-family residences.

Residential Fire Alarm Superintendent License

For planning, installing, certifying, inspecting, testing, servicing, monitoring, and
maintaining fire alarm or fire detection devices and systems in single-family or
two-family residences.

Fire Alarm Planning Superintendent License (APS)

For planning, installing, certifying, inspecting, testing, servicing, monitoring, and
maintaining fire alarm or fire detection devices.



Plans

§ 34.619. Fire Alarm and Detection System Plans and Record
Drawings

(a) Each fire alarm system or modification to an existing system must be
planned by a person holding a fire alarm planning superintendent license
or a residential fire alarm superintendent license, as applicable, or a Texas
registered professional engineer.

(b) Except for plans sealed by a Texas registered engineer or where
specifically waived by the local authority having jurisdiction, at least one
set of plans submitted for review, rating, permit, or record purposes must
be dated and signed with an original signature by the applicable licensed
planner, certifying that the plans meet the applicable codes and standards
or were copied from sealed engineering plans with any violations of the
applicable codes and standards noted. In addition, the plans must contain
the license number of the licensee, the name, address, phone number, and
the certificate of registration number of the registered firm. This
information may be in the form of a stamp as shown in subsection (d) of
this section.



Plans




Repairs

§ 34.616. Sales, Installation, and Service

(5) Fire alarm system equipment replaced in the same
location with the same or similar electrical and functional
characteristics and listed to be compatible with the
existing equipment, as determined by a fire alarm
planning superintendent, may be considered repair. The
equipment replaced shall comply with the current adopted
standards but the entire system is not automatically
required to be modified to meet the applicable adopted
code. The local authority having jurisdiction shall be
consulted to determine whether to update the entire
system to comply with the current code and if plans or a
permit is required prior to making the repair.



Installation

§ 34.616. Sales, Installation, and Service

(b) Fire detection and fire alarm devices or systems other than residential single
station.

(1) The installation of all fire detection and fire alarm devices or systems,
including monitoring equipment,

subject to the Insurance Code, Article 5.43-2 must be performed by or under
the direct supervision of a licensed fire alarm technician, residential fire alarm
superintendent, or a fire alarm planning superintendent. The certifying licensee
must be licensed under the ACR number of the primary registered firm and
must be present for the final acceptance test prior to certification.

(2) The maintenance or servicing of all fire detection and fire alarm devices or
systems must be performed by or under the direct on-site supervision of a
licensed fire alarm technician, residential fire alarm superintendent or a fire
alarm planning superintendent.



Installation (continued)

(3) If the installation or servicing of a fire alarm system also includes
installation or servicing of any part of a fire protection sprinkler system
and /or a fire extinguisher system other than inspection and testing of detection

or supervisory devices, the licensing requirements of the appropriate Insurance
Code, Article 5.43-1 or 5.43-3, must be satisfied.

(4) Installation of fire detection or fire alarm devices or systems, including
monitoring equipment, must be in accordance with standards adopted in
834.607 of this title (relating to Adopted Standards) except when the
installation complies with a more recent edition of an adopted standard or a
Tentative Interim Amendment published as effective by the NFPA.



Installation Inspections

§ 34.618. Installation Inspections

The following inspections shall be performed by the licensed firm in
order to assure proper installation techniques are followed:

(1) At the completion of the device back-box installation but prior to the
start of cable installation;

(2) At the completion of cable installation but prior to the start of device
installation; and

(3) At the completion of device installation but prior to activating the fire
alarm system.

The above-referenced inspections shall be performed by a licensed fire
alarm technician or planner and be documented on the inspection form.
The registered firm shall notify the authority having jurisdiction if
initiation of corrective action does not take place within ten calendar
days. The completed form shall be kept on file at the licensed firm's
office for a period of five years from the date of system certification.






Certification

§ 34.617. Certification

After completion of the installation, modification, or addition of a system or single station detector
unit, except for a one-or-two-family residence, the licensee shall complete an installation
certificate in the format provided by the state fire marshal in lieu of the installation form required
by the adopted standard unless required otherwise by the local authority having jurisdiction. The
format for the installation certificate shall be provided by the SFMO on request. The certificate
shall be presented to the owner or the owner’s representative or posted near the main control
panel. The installation certificate shall identify the standards applicable to the installation and
certify compliance with such standards, unless variance is permitted in §34.616(b)(4) of this title
(relating to Sales, Installation, and Service), in which event the specific variance and authority for
such variance shall be identified. The information and format of the installation certificate shall be
determined by the state fire marshal. When an installation certificate form has been completed,
legible copies shall be distributed as follows:

(1) original at the site of installation after completion of the installation;

(2) one copy retained for the life of the system or ten years, whichever occurs first, by the
certifying company for access by the State Fire Marshal’s Office; and

(3) one copy to be sent within 10 days after completion of installation to the local authority
having jurisdiction.
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Installation Labels

§ 34.620. Installation Labels

(a) After the completion of an installation of new fire alarm equipment
or a new system, or the extension, alteration or modification to a fire
alarm system already in place, an installation label must be affixed to
the inside of the control panel cover, or, if the system has no panel, in a
permanent location. Yellow or red labels shall not be attached for the
installation of a new system or new equipment used in the extension,
alteration or modification to an existing fire alarm system. Attachment
of the installation label for a one-or-two-family residence certifies that
the fire alarm equipment or system has been tested and complies with
the requirements of the Insurance Code Article 5.43-2, this subchapter,
the adopted codes and standards, and the manufacturer’s
requirements.



Installation Labels
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Inspection /Test Labels

§ 34.622. Inspection/test Labels

(a) After the inspection and testing of a fire alarm system, a fire alarm
inspection /test label must be completed in detail and affixed to either the
inside or outside of the control panel cover or, if the system has no panel,
in a permanent location. The signature of the licensee on the

inspection /test label certifies that the inspection and tests performed
complies with requirements of the adopted standards.

(b) If any service or maintenance is performed pursuant to the inspection or
test, a service label, in addition to the inspection /test label, shall be
completed and attached according to the procedures in this section.

(c) If during any inspection or test it is observed that the system does not
comply with applicable standards adopted at the time the system was
installed, has a fault condition, or is impaired from normal operation, the
owner or the owner’s representative and the local authority having
jurisdiction must be notified of the condition and the licensee must attach, in
addition to the inspection/test label, the appropriate yellow or red label,
in accordance with the procedures in this section.



Inspection /Test Labels

DO NOT REMOVE BY ORDER OF
TEXAS STATE FIRE MARSHAL

(for at least five years)

INSPECTION/TEST RECORD

Registered Firm’s Name
Street Address City, State, Zip
Phone Number ACR- (number)

Date - Licensee Signature - License #

Type of Inspection/Test Performed - NFPA 72
[ ] New Installation  [] Quarterly
[[] SemiAnnual [[] Annual

Last Date of Sensitivity Test, if known

Status After Inspection/Test
[] Acceptable []YellowLabel []Red Label
(attached) (attached)




Yellow Labels

§ 34.623. Yellow Labels

(a) If, after any service, inspection or test, a system does not comply with
applicable codes and standards adopted at the time the system was
installed, a completed yellow label must be attached to the outside of the
control panel cover or, if the system has no panel, in a permanent location
to indicate that corrective action is necessary.

(b) The signature of the licensee on a yellow label certifies that the
conditions listed on the label cause the system to be out of compliance with
applicable codes and standards.

(c) After attaching a yellow label, the licensee or the registered firm must
notify the property owner, occupant or their representative and the local
authority having jurisdiction in writing indicating the conditions with which
the system does not comply with the applicable codes and standards. The
notification must be postmarked, emailed, faxed or hand delivered within
five business days of the attachment of the yellow label.



Yellow Labels

DO NOT REMOVE BY ORDER OF
TEXAS STATE FIRE MARSHAL

{(until all conditions are corrected)

SYSTEM DOES NOT COMPLY WITH
APPLICABLE CODES & STANDARDS

(at the time the system was installed)
Registered Firm’s Name

Street Address  City, State, Zip
Phone Number ACR- (number)

Date - Licensee Signature - License #

List Conditions:

REPORT STATUS TO OWNER & AHJ

(in writing within 5 business days)




Red Labels

§ 34.624. Red Labels

(a) If, ofter any service, inspection or test, a system or any part thereof is inoperable, has a
fault condition, or is impaired from normal operation, excluding the area(s) of a building
under construction, a completed red label must be attached to the outside of the control
panel cover or, if the system has no panel, in a permanent location, to indicate that corrective
action is necessary.

(b) The signature of the licensee on a red label certifies that the conditions listed on the label
have caused the system to be inoperable, have a fault condition, or be impaired from normal
operation.

(c) If the system is inoperable, immediately after attaching a red label, the licensee or the
registered firm must orally notify the property owner, occupant or their representative and
the local authority having jurisdiction where available, of all impairments and provide a
written notification, e-mailed, faxed or hand delivered within the next business day of the
attachment of the red label. If the system has a fault condition or is impaired from normal
operation, after attaching a red label, the licensee or the registered firm must notify the
property owner, occupant or their representative and the local authority having jurisdiction in
writing indicating the condition(s). The written notification must be postmarked, e-mailed,
faxed or hand delivered within three business days of the attachment of the red label.



Red Labels




Service Labels

§ 34.621. Service Labels

(a) After any service, a fire alarm service label must be completed in detail
and affixed to the inside or outside of the control panel cover or, if the system
has no panel, in a permanent location. The signature of the licensee on the
service label certifies that the service performed complies with requirements of
law.

(b) If the service performed corrects all conditions noted on a yellow label or
red label, the color and date of the label shall be marked on the service label
and the respective yellow or red label removed.

(c) If during any service it is observed that the system does not comply with
applicable standards adopted at the time the system was installed, has a fault
condition, or is impaired from normal operation, the owner or the owner’s
representative and the local authority having jurisdiction must be notified of
the condition and the licensee must attach, in addition to the service label, the
appropriate yellow or red label, following the procedures in this section.



Service Labels

DO NOT REMOVE BY ORDER OF
TEXAS STATE FIRE MARSHAL

(for at least two years)

SERVICE RECORD

Registered Firm’s Name
Street Address  City, State, Zip
Phone Number ACR- (number)

Date - Licensee Signature - License #

List Services:

Performed [ | General service listed above
Corrected [ | RED label dated
Corrected [] YELLOW label dated




- Portable Fire Extinguishers and Fixed
Fire Extinguishing Systems

SFMO Licensing



Overview

Licensing Laws
Company Registration
Individual Licenses

General Requirements

Tagging



Licensing Laws

Sec. 6001.151. FIRM REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE REQUIRED.
Unless the firm holds a registration certificate issued by the department, a firm may not engage in the business
of:

(1) installing or servicing portable fire extinguishers; or

(2) planning, certifying, installing, or servicing fixed fire extinguisher systems.

Sec. 6001.152. BRANCH OFFICE REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE REQUIRED.

(a) Each separate office location of a firm holding a registration certificate, other than the location identified on the firm's
certificate, must have a branch office registration certificate issued by the department.

(b) Before issuing a branch office registration certificate, the department must determine that the branch office location is
part of a registered firm.

Sec. 6001.153. HYDROSTATIC TESTING; REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE REQUIRED.

(a) A firm may not perform hydrostatic testing of fire extinguishers manufactured in accordance with the specifications and
procedures of the United States Department of Transportation unless the firm:

(1) complies with the procedures specified by that department for compressed gas cylinders; and
(2) holds a registration certificate issued by the state fire marshal authorizing hydrostatic testing.

(b) The license of an individual qualified to do work described by Subsection (a) must indicate the authority of the individual
to perform that work.

(c) Hydrostatic testing of fire extinguishers that is not performed under the specifications of the United States Department of
Transportation must be performed in the manner recommended by the National Fire Protection Association.


http://www.tdi.texas.gov/fire/documents/fmextingstat201.pdf

Licensing Laws

Sec. 6001.155. EMPLOYEE LICENSE REQUIRED.

(a) Except as provided by Section 6001.156, an individual,
other than an apprentice, must hold a license issued by the
department before:

(1) installing or servicing portable fire extinguishers;

(2) installing, servicing, or certifying preengineered fixed fire
extinguisher systems; or

(3) planning, supervising, servicing, or certifying the installation of
fixed fire extinguisher systems other than preengineered systems.

(b) An individual who holds a license to install or service
portable fire extinguishers or install and service fixed fire
extinguisher systems must be an employee or agent of a
registered firm.



Exemptions

Sec. 6001.156. ACTIVITIES NOT REGULATED BY CHAPTER.
(a) The licensing provisions of this chapter do not apply to:

(1) the filling or charging of a portable fire extinguisher by the manufacturer before
initial sale of the fire extinguisher;

(2) the servicing by a firm of the firm's portable fire extinguishers or fixed systems
by the firm's personnel who are specially trained for that servicing;

(2-a) the inspection of a firm’s portable fire extinguisher by a person who is:
(A) specially trained to perform portable fire extinguisher inspections; and
(B) under contract with the firm for that purpose;

(3) the installation of portable fire extinguishers in a building by the building owner,
the owner's managing agent, or an employee of the building owner or the owner's
managing agent;

(4) the installation or servicing of water sprinkler systems installed in compliance with
the National Fire Protection Association's Standards for the Installation of Sprinkler
Systems;



Exemptions Continued...

(5) a firm that is engaged in the retail or wholesale sale of portable fire extinguishers that
carry an approval label or listing of a testing laboratory approved by the department, but
that is not engaged in the installation or servicing of those extinguishers;

(6) a fire department that services portable fire extinguishers as a public service without
charge, if the members of the fire department are trained in the proper servicing of the fire
extinguishers;

(7) a firm that is a party to a contract under which:

(A) the installation of portable fire extinguishers or a fixed fire extinguisher system is
performed under the direct supervision of and certified by a firm appropriately registered to
install and certify portable extinguishers or fixed systems; and

(B) the registered firm assumes full responsibility for the installation; or

(8) an engineer licensed under Chapter 1001, Occupations Code, while acting solely in
the engineer's professional capacity.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (a), only the holder of a license or an apprentice permit
issued under this chapter may:

(1) install or service portable fire extinguishers; or

(2) install and maintain fixed fire extinguisher systems.



Company Registrations

General Registration

Single registration for all equipment other than DOT
specification cylinders

Each office location (ie. main and branch offices) must
be registered

Restricted to performing work allowed by the licenses
of company employees

“Type C” Registration
Required if hydro testing DOT specification cylinders



Individual Licenses

Type PL

For the planning, supervising, certifying, installing, or servicing of all fixed systems other
than pre-engineered systems. A system planning licensee may also perform, supervise, or
certify the installation or servicing of all pre-engineered fixed systems and portable fire
extinguishers.

Type A

For certifying or servicing the installation of all fixed fire extinguisher systems other than
pre-engineered systems or for installing, certifying, or servicing of all pre-engineered
fixed fire extinguisher systems and the certifying and servicing of portable extinguishers.

Type K

For installing, certifying, or servicing of pre-engineered fixed fire extinguisher systems for
the protection of cooking areas and the certifying and servicing of portable extinguishers.

Type B
For the servicing, certifying, and low-pressure hydrostatic testing of portables.
Type R

For installing, certifying, or servicing of pre-engineered fixed residential range top fire
extinguisher systems.



Portable Fire Extinguishers

Type B license minimum.

Portable extinguishers must be installed, serviced, and
maintained in compliance with the manufacturer's
instructions and with the applicable standards adopted

by the SFMO.

A service tag certifying the work performed must be
securely attached by the licensee to the portable
extinguisher upon completion of the work.

After operating the pull pin or locking device during
maintenance of a portable fire extinguisher, the flag of
the new seal or tamper indicator shall bear the year it
was attached.



Fixed Fire Extinguishing Systems

Fixed systems must be planned, installed, and
serviced in compliance with the manufacturer's
installation manuals and specifications or the
applicable standards adopted by the SFMO.
Pre-Engineered Kitchen Hood Suppression Systems
Pre-Engineered Fire Suppression Systems

Engineered Fire Suppression Systems



Pre-Engineered Kitchen Hood
Suppression Systems

All pre-engineered fixed fire extinguishing systems, installed or
modified after July 1, 1996, in accordance with NFPA 17 or NFPA
17A or NFPA 96 of the adopted standards, for the protection of
commercial cooking areas, must meet the minimum requirements of
Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., Standard 300, "Fire Testing of Fire
Extinguishing Systems for Protection of Restaurant Cooking Area" (UL
300). After January 1, 2008 all existing pre-engineered fixed fire
extinguishing systems, installed in accordance with NFPA 17 or NFPA
17A or NFPA 96 of the adopted standards, for the protection of
commercial cooking areas, must meet the minimum requirements of
Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., Standard 300, "Fire Testing of Fire
Extinguishing Systems for Protection of Restaurant Cooking Area" (UL
300) or a red tag shall be attached following the procedures in
8§34.521 of this subchapter (relating to Red Tags).



Pre-Engineered Kitchen Hood
Suppression Systems

Type K license minimum.

The fixed temperature-sensing elements of the fusible metal
alloy type, replaced while servicing a kitchen hood fire
extinguishing system, must bear the manufacturer's date
stamp which must be within one year of the date of the
replacement.

The disposable actuation cartridge, replaced while servicing
a kitchen hood fire extinguisher system, must bear the date
of replacement.

Licensee must sign and attach an installation label to the
system after installation.

A service tag must be attached to the system by the licensee
after any service.



Pre-Engineered Fire Suppression
Systems

Type A license minimum.

Upon completion of the installation of a pre-engineered
fixed fire extinguisher system, a licensee authorized to
certify pre-engineered fixed fire extinguishing systems must
place an installation label on the system to certify that the
system was installed in compliance with the manufacturer's
installation manuals and specifications or standards adopted
by SFMO. The licensee whose signature appears on the
installation label must be present for the final test of the
system prior to certification.

A service tag certifying the work performed must be
securely attached by the licensee to the system upon
completion of servicing.



Engineered Fire Suppression Systems

Planning must be done by licensee with a Type PL license or
a licensed engineer.

Type A license minimum to install.

Upon completion of the installation of a fixed fire
extinguisher system other than a pre-engineered system, a
Type A or Type PL licensee must place an installation label
on the system to certify that the system was installed in
compliance with the manufacturer's installation manuals and
specifications, plans developed by a Type PL licensee or
professional engineer, or standards adopted by the SFMO.
The licensee whose signature appears on the installation
label must be present for the final test of the system prior to
certification.



Plans for Engineered Systems

§ 34.518. Fire Extinguisher Fixed System Plans for Other Than Pre-
engineered Systems

(a) A set of shop drawings and hydraulic calculations showing details of system
piping, calculations, and alarm configurations must be provided to the building
owner or his representative when installation of a fixed extinguisher system
protecting special hazards is complete. The firm must also maintain a set of shop
drawings for the life of the system.

(b) Subsequent alterations or additions must be legibly noted on updated plans
and provided to the owner. Additions to systems protecting previously unprotected
hazards also require updated plans. Updated plans must be maintained by the
firm for the life of the system.

(c) All shop drawings must bear the signature of a Type PL licensee, his license
number, the date of installation, and the certificate-of-registration number of the
registered firm.

(d) A rubber stamp may be used to supply the required information; however, a
stamped signature is prohibited. If a rubber stamp is used, it shall produce an
imprint 2 1/2 inches wide by one inch high, all in boldface type and capital letters
and in the following sample format (on next slide).



Plans Stamp

XYZ EXTINGUISHER CO.
555 SPRING LANE
HOMEVILLE, TEXAS 77777
ECR-0000
H. B. BEROWN

LICENSE NO. EPL-0000

Signature




Installation Labels

§ 34.519. Installation Labels for Fixed Extinguisher
Systems

(a) After an installation has been completed, an
installation label must be affixed to the control head or
panel of the fixed fire extinguisher system and an
installation certificate form shall be sent to the state fire
marshal's office. The signature of the licensee on the label
certifies that the system has been installed according to
law. Labels shall be five inches in height and four inches in
width and shall be of the gum label type. They shall not
be red in color.



Installation Labels
S



Service Tags

§ 34.520. Service Tags

(a) After any service, a service tag must be completed
in detail, indicating all work that has been done, and
then attached to the portable or fixed system in such a
position as to permit convenient inspection and not
hamper its actuation or operation. The signature of the
licensee on the service tag certifies that the service
performed complies with requirements of law.

(b) A new service tag, yellow tag or red tag, as
applicable, must be attached each time service is
performed.



Service Tags
N



Red Tags

§ 34.521. Red Tags

(a) If impairments are found which make a portable extinguisher or fixed
system unsafe or inoperable, the owner or his representative must be
notified in writing of all impairments. The registered firm shall notify the
owner or his representative immediately and must also notify the local
authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) when available within 24 hours by phone,
fax, or e-mail describing the impairments or deficiencies. A copy of the
written notice to the owner shall be submitted to the AHJ within 3 business
days. A completed red tag must be attached to indicate that corrective
action or replacement is necessary. The signature of the licensee on the tag
certifies that the impairments listed indicate that the equipment is unsafe or
inoperable. A service tag must not be attached until the impairments have
been corrected or the portable extinguisher or fixed system replaced and
the extinguisher or fire extinguisher system reinspected and found to be in
good operating condition.



Red Tags




SFMO Contacts

Technical /Questions: Josh Lambert

(512)-305-7909
Director of SFMO Field Services: Mark Lockerman

(512)- 305-7920


mailto:Joshua.Lambert@tdi.state.tx.us
mailto:Mark.Lockerman@tdi.state.tx.us

SFMO Investigators

Central -- Michael Rodriguez, Chief Investigator
512-417-7449,

Northeast and DFW Metroplex -- James Da Vault
512-417-7442,

South -- Ernest McCloud
512-417-7443,

Houston, East and Central -- Wendell McCloud
512-417-7178,

West — David Stokely
512-417-7428,


mailto:michael.rodriguez@tdi.state.tx.us
mailto:james.davault@tdi.state.tx.us
mailto:ernest.mccloud@tdi.state.tx.us
mailto:wendell.mccloud@tdi.state.tx.us
mailto:david.stokely@tdi.state.tx.us
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